
Editorial 
 

  

Dear all, 

I would like to congratulate those who 

were elected (or re-elected) in this 

year’s elections for the 4 open seats on 

the OSGeo Board of Directors. 

The results in alphabetical order are: 

* Angelos Tzotsos 

* Michael Smith 

* Michele Tobias 

* Tom Kralidis 

Also, I would like to wish you a very 

happy and healthy New Year. Let us all 

wish for the new year that the 

pandemic will be just a bad dream of 

the past year. Let's keep forever in our 

mind our beloved who are lost. 

Yours, 

Nikos Lambrinos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. A) Lab of the 
Month  

GvSIG Uruguay Community 

 

 
 

The gvSIG Uruguay Community was 

formed as a group of technicians from 

different public institutions 

(Administration and Education) 

specialized in various Free Geographic 

Information Technologies in order to 

share knowledge, ideas, and 

experiences that allow community 

growth. 

Goals: 

• Disseminate the principles of 

equality, collaboration, solidarity, and 

shared knowledge 

• Contribute to generating a 

quality, independent, and creative 

collective 

• Promote synergies, interactions, 

and exchange 
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GeoForAll Regional Chairs 
and Contact Information 

North America Region 

Chairs: Helena Mitasova (USA), Charles Schweik 

(USA), Phillip Davis (USA) Subscribe at mail list 

http://lists.osgeo.org/cgi-

bin/mailman/listinfo/geoforall-northamerica 

Email: na.gfa.chair@osgeo.org 

 

Iberoamerican Region 

Chairs: Sergio Acosta y Lara (Uruguay) and Silvana 

Camboim (Brazil) and Antoni Pérez Navarro (Spain).  

Subscribe at mail list: 

https://lists.osgeo.org/mailman/listinfo/geoforall-

iberoamerica  

Email: geoforall-iberoamerica@lists.osgeo.org. 

 

Africa Region 

Chairs: Msilikale Msilanga (Tanzania), Serena 

Coetzee (South Africa) and Bridget Fleming (South 

Africa) Subscribe at mail list 

http://lists.osgeo.org/cgi-

bin/mailman/listinfo/geoforall-africa 

Email: africa.gfa.chair@osgeo.org 

 

Asia Region (including Australia) 

Chairs: Tuong Thuy Vu (Malaysia/Vietnam) and 

Venkatesh Raghavan (Japan/India) Subscribe at 

maillist http://lists.osgeo.org/cgi-

bin/mailman/listinfo/geoforall-asiaaustralia 

Email: asia.gfa.chair@osgeo.org 

 

Europe Region 

Chairs: Maria Brovelli (Italy) and Peter Mooney 

(Ireland) Subscribe at mail list 

http://lists.osgeo.org/cgi-

bin/mailman/listinfo/geoforall-europe 

Email:  eu.gfa.chair@osgeo.org   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GeoForAll Themes 

▪ OpenCity Smart  

       Theme under revision 

 

▪ Teacher Training & School Education  

➢ Chairs: Elżbieta Wołoszyńska-Wiśniewska 

(Poland), Nikos Lambrinos (Greece) 

➢ Mail list: geoforall-teachertraining@lists. 

osgeo.org   

➢ Website: 

http://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/GeoForAll_TeacherTrai

ning_SchoolEducation  

 

▪ CitizenScience 

➢  Chairs: Peter Mooney (Ireland) and Maria 

Brovelli (Italy) 

➢ Mail list: https://lists.osgeo.org/cgi-

bin/mailman/listinfo/geoforall-geocrowd 

➢ Website: 

http://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/Geocrowdsourcing_Citi

zenScience_FOSS4G 

▪ AgriGIS 

➢ Chairs: Didier Leibovici (U.K.) and Nobusuke 

Iwasaki (Japan) 

➢ Mail list: https://lists.osgeo.org/cgi-

bin/mailman/listinfo/geoforall-agrigis 

➢  Website: http://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/Agrigis 
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Lab of the Month, Content table 

Aug 2015, Vol.1 
no.1 

Open Source Geospatial Lab, Kathmandu 
University, Nepal (Asia) 

Sep 2015, Vol.1 
no.2 

FOSS4G Lab, University of Colarado Denver (USA) 

Oct 2015, Vol.1, 
no.3 

Open Source Geospatial Lab, University of 
Southampton, UK (Europe) 

Nov 2015, Vol.1 
no.4 

The Northeast Institute of Geography and 
Agroecology of Chinese Academy of Science, 
China (Asia) 

Jan 2016 , Vol.2 
no.1 

Centre for Geoinformation Science, University of 
Pretoria, South Africa, (Africa) 

Feb 2016, Vol.2 
no.2 

Open Source Geospatial Lab, University of 
Newcastle, UK, (Europe) 

Mar 2016, Vol.2 
no.3 

SMART Open Source Geospatial Lab, University 
of Wollongong,  (Australia) 

Apr 2016, Vol.2 
no.4 

Regional Centre for Mapping of Resources for 
Development, Nairobi, Kenya (Africa) 

May 2016, Vol.2 
no.5 

GeoDa Centre – Arizona State University, (USA)  

June 2016, Vol.2 
no.6 

Direccion Nacional de Topografia – MTOP 
Montevideo, Uruguay, (South America) 

July 2016, Vol.2 
no.7 

SIGTE – University of Girona, Spain (Europe) 

August 2016, 
Vol.2 no.8 

Open Source Geospatial Lab, Department of 
Geodesy and Surveying, Budapest Univ. of 
Technology and Economics, Hungary (Europe). 

September 2016, 
Vol.2 no.9 

Open Source Geospatial Lab, Faculty of Geodesy, 
University of Zagreb, Croatia, (Europe) 

October 2016, 
Vol.2 no.10 

Hellenic digital earth Centre of Excellence, 
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece, 
(Europe) 

November 2016, 
Vol.2 no.11 

Department of Geoinformatics, Palacký 
University in Olomouc, Czech Republic 

December 2016, 
Vol.2 no.12 

Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkog, Thailand 

January 2017, 
Vol.3 no.1 

Spatial Lab, Texas A&M, Corpus Christi, USA 

February 2017, 
Vol.3 no.2 

Open Source Geospatial Lab, Faculty of Civil 
Engineering, Belgrade, Serbia 

March 2017, Vol.3 
no.3 

Geomatics and Earth Observation Laboratory 
(GEOlab) , Politecnico di Milano, Italy 

April 2017, Vol.3 
no.4 

Faculty of Civil Engineering, Department of 
Geomatics, Czech Technical University in Prague, 
Czech Republic 

May 2017, Vol.3 
no.5 

the Laboratory of socio-geographical research of 
the University of Siena, ITALY 

June 2017, Vol.3 
no.6 

A World Bridge program 

July 2017, Vol.3 
no.7 

Department of Civil, Environmental and 
Mechanical Engineering of the University of 
Trento, Italy 

August 2017, 
Vol.3 no.8 

Institute of Geography, Faculty of Science, Pavol 
Jozef Šafárik University in Košice, Slovakia 

November 2020, 
Vol.6 no.11 

Universitat Oberta de Catalunya (UOC), Spain 

January 2021, 
Vol.7 no.01 

gvSIG Uruguay Community, Uruguay 

   

  
GeoAmbassador Content table 
July 2016, Vol.2, 
no.7 

Prof. Georg Gartner, Vienna University of 
Technology 

Aug 2016, Vol.2, 
no.8 

Prof. Silvana Philippi Camboim, Federal 
University of Paraná, Brazil 

Sep 2016, Vol.2, 
no.9 

Nimalika Fernando, Sri Lanka 

Oct 2016, Vol.2, 
no.10 

Sergio Acosta Y Lara, Montevideo Uruguay 

Nov 2016, Vol. 2, 
no. 11 

Victoria Rautenbach, Centre of 
Geoinformation Science Univ. of Pretoria, 
South Africa 

Dec 2016, Vol.2, 
no.12 

Dr. Daria Svidzinska, Taras Shevchenko 
National University of Kyiv, Ukraine 

Jan 2017, Vol.3 no.1 Dr. Mark Ware, University of South Wakes, UK 
Feb 2017, Vol.3, no. 
2 

Dr. Rafael Moreno Sanchez, Department of 
Geography and Environmental Sciences, 
University of Colorado Denver, USA 

March 2017, Vol.3 
no.3 

Dr. Tuong Thuy Vu, School of Environmental 
and Geographical Sciences, University of 
Nottingham, Malaysia campus 

April 2017, Vol.3 
no.4 

Michael P. Finn, U.S. Geological Survey 

May 2017, Vol.3 
no.5 

Dr. Peter Mooney, Maynooth University, NASA 

June 2017, Vol.3 
no.6 

Patrick Hogan, NASA 

July 2017, Vol.3 no.7 Prof. Dr. Josef Strobl, Salzburg 
September 2017, 
Vol.3 no.9 

Bridget Fleming, South Africa 

October 2017, Vol.3 
no.10 

Sven Schade, Joint Research Centre, Italy 

November 2017, 
Vol.3 no.11 

Luciene Stamato Delazari, Universidade 
Federal do Paraná  in Brazil 

December 2017, 
Vol.3 no.12 

Charlie Schweik, Univ. of Massachussets, USA 

January 2018, Vol.4 
no.1 

Julia Wagemann, European Centre for 
Medium-Range Weather Forecasts 

February 2018, 
Vol.4 no.2 

Barend Köbben, Department of Geo-
Information ProcessingUniversity of Twente 

March 2028, Vol.4 
no.3 

Kurt Menke, Birds Eye View 

April 2018, Vol.4 
no.4 

Dr. Clous Rinner, Department of Geography 
and Environmental Studies at Ryerson 
University, Toronto, Canada 

June 2018, Vol.4, 
no.6 

Martin Landa, Department of Geomatics, 
Faculty of Civil Engineering, Czech Technical 
University (CTU) in Prague 
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• Unite the community around common 

ethical and democratic values 

• Encourage the use of free and open GIS 

software, both in public and private 

institutions, as well as in educational 

institutions at all levels 

• Promote the creation, use, and 

dissemination of open standards, open -

geospatial- data, open educational resources, 

and free access to research publications 

• Favor the right of every citizen to access 

quality Geographic Information, with 

technological and contractual independence 

 

Projects: 

• gvSIG Batoví: collaborative design and 

development (MTOP, Plan Ceibal, ANEP-CES 

and Asociación gvSIG) of a GIS applied to 

educational environments for Plan Ceibal 

based on gvSIG: https://valijas.ceibal.edu.uy/ 

resource / 33; 

https://gvsigbatovi.wordpress.com/ 

 
 

• GeoLIBERO: consolidation of a free 

geomatics network applied to the needs of 

Latin America: 

 http://www.cyted.org/es/geolibero 

 

Activities: 

• Organization of Conference on Free 

Technologies on Geographic Information and 

Open Data (5 editions so far): 

http://www.gvsig.com/eventos/jornadas-

uruguay 

 

• organization of gvSIG Latin America and 

the Caribbean Conference (2 editions so far): 

http://www.gvsig.com/eventos/jornadas-lac/ 

 

• Dictation of workshops of varied themes: 

◦ database 

◦ map servers 

◦ applications and extensions for specific uses 

◦ extension development, etc. 

 

 

http://www.gvsig.com/eventos/jornadas-uruguay
http://www.gvsig.com/eventos/jornadas-uruguay
http://www.gvsig.com/eventos/jornadas-lac/
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Contact information: 

• Website: 

http://www.gvsig.com/es/web/guest/comuni

dad/groups-comunidades/-

/asset_publisher/4VwYcfopkoel/content/urug

uay 

• Mailing list: 

https://www.freelists.org/list/gvsig_uruguay 

• Blog: 

https://siglibreuruguay.wordpress.com/ 

Coordinators 

◦ Victoria Álvarez: 

 victoria.alvarez@imm.gub.uy 

◦ Nadia Chaer: nchaer@farq.edu.uy 

◦ Alí Silva: alis@correo.com.uy 

◦ Diego Cabrera: dcabrera@mides.gub.uy 

◦ Sergio Acosta and Lara: 

sergio.acostaylara@mtop.gub.uy 

 

3. Events 

• GODAN (Global Open Data for 
Agriculture & Nutrition) conducted a virtual 
Workshop on the 11 December 2020 to offer 
an opportunity to find out more about 
the Agricultural Data Codes of Conduct 
Toolkit (https://www.godan.info/codes) and 
GODAN's work on Data Ethics. If you missed 
the Data Ethics Workshop, you can watch the 
recording at  
https://www.godan.info/news/godan-data-
ethics-workshop 

4. Conferences  

EUROPE 

April 2021 

1. 22-23 April:  EUROGEO 2021 

Venue: Madrid, Spain. 

 

July 2021 

2. 6-8: 12th International Symposium on 

Digital Earth “Digital Earth for Sustainable 

Societies” 

Venue: Faculty of Natural Sciences 

(Naturwissenschaftliche Fakultät) of the 

University of Salzburg, Salzburg, Austria 

 

SOUTH AMERICA 

September – October 2021 

3. 27 Sept – 02 Oct.: FOSS4G  

Venue: The Buenos Aires Convention 

Center (CEC) and the UBA Law School of the 

University of Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires, 

Argentina 

  

5.  Webinars 

• If you want to start learning how to use QGIS, 

there are some excellent free resources at 

https://www.gislounge.com/free-ways-to-

learn-qgis/  and 

 https://www.gislounge.com/self-guided-

qgis-courses/?utm_medium=email& 

utm_campaign=GISNL-Aug-27-

2020&utm_source=YMLP 

 

http://www.gvsig.com/es/web/guest/comunidad/groups-comunidades/-/asset_publisher/4VwYcfopkoel/content/uruguay
http://www.gvsig.com/es/web/guest/comunidad/groups-comunidades/-/asset_publisher/4VwYcfopkoel/content/uruguay
http://www.gvsig.com/es/web/guest/comunidad/groups-comunidades/-/asset_publisher/4VwYcfopkoel/content/uruguay
http://www.gvsig.com/es/web/guest/comunidad/groups-comunidades/-/asset_publisher/4VwYcfopkoel/content/uruguay
https://www.freelists.org/list/gvsig_uruguay
https://siglibreuruguay.wordpress.com/
mailto:victoria.alvarez@imm.gub.uy
mailto:nchaer@farq.edu.uy
mailto:alis@correo.com.uy
mailto:dcabrera@mides.gub.uy
mailto:sergio.acostaylara@mtop.gub.uy
https://www.godan.info/codes
https://www.godan.info/codes
https://www.godan.info/codes
https://www.godan.info/news/godan-data-ethics-workshop
https://www.godan.info/news/godan-data-ethics-workshop
https://www.godan.info/news/godan-data-ethics-workshop
https://www.godan.info/news/godan-data-ethics-workshop
https://www.eurogeography.eu/conferences/madrid-2020/
https://digitalearth2021.org/
https://digitalearth2021.org/
https://digitalearth2021.org/
https://digitalearth2021.org/
https://2021.foss4g.org/
https://turismo.buenosaires.gob.ar/es/article/centro-de-convenciones-buenos-aires-cec
https://www.gislounge.com/free-ways-to-learn-qgis/
https://www.gislounge.com/free-ways-to-learn-qgis/
https://www.gislounge.com/self-guided-qgis-courses/?utm_medium=email&%20utm_campaign=GISNL-Aug-27-2020&utm_source=YMLP
https://www.gislounge.com/self-guided-qgis-courses/?utm_medium=email&%20utm_campaign=GISNL-Aug-27-2020&utm_source=YMLP
https://www.gislounge.com/self-guided-qgis-courses/?utm_medium=email&%20utm_campaign=GISNL-Aug-27-2020&utm_source=YMLP
https://www.gislounge.com/self-guided-qgis-courses/?utm_medium=email&%20utm_campaign=GISNL-Aug-27-2020&utm_source=YMLP
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6. Courses 

• Hyperspectral Data for Land and Coastal 
Systems (Online Course) 

Start Date: Jan 19, 2021. End Date: Feb 2, 
2021. 

Organizer: NASA Applied Remote Sensing 
Training Program (ARSET) 

Fees: No 

Language: English 

Link: https://go.nasa.gov/35CQrQF 

 

• Applications of R-Instat to analyse and 
validate satellite based climate time series - 
Series of online short courses. 

Feb. 3, 2021 – Feb. 3, 2021, 12:00 UTC 

Organizer: EUMETSAT 

Language: English 

Link: 
https://training.eumetsat.int/course/view.ph
p?id=381 

 

 

7. Training programs 

• GeoForAll educational materials have been 

transferred to our new web site. GeoForAll 

educational inventory system, a place to search 

and share educational materials 

 

12. Articles 

Acronyms 

by Nikos Lambrinos, Chief Editor, and Michael 

Finn.  

For those who would like to support this effort, 

please send any acronyms to the Chief Editor 

(labrinos@eled.auth.gr).   

3DEP: 3-D Elevation Program 

AAG: Association of American Geographers 

AGI: Ambient Geographic Information 

AGS: American Geographical Society 

AGU: American Geophysical Union 

AI: Artificial Intelligence 

AM/FM: Automated Mapping/Facilities 

Management  

API: Application Programming Interface 

ASPRS: American Society for Photogrammetry 

and Remote Sensing 

AURIN: Australian Urban Research 

Infrastructure Network 

BBSRC: Biotechnology and Biological Sciences 

Research Council 

BIM: Building Information Modelling 

CAADP: Comprehensive African Agricultural 

Development Programme 

CAD: Computer Aided Design 

CaGIS: Cartograhy and Geographic Information 

Society 

CCGI: Collaboratively Contributed Geographic 

Information 

CEGIS: Center of Excellence for Geospatial 

Information Science 

CEOS: Committee on Earth Observation Satellites 

CI: CyberInfrastructure 

CLGE: The Council of European Geodetic 

Surveyors 

CODATA: Committee on Data for Science and 

Technology 

COGO: Coordinate geometry 

CRC: Census Research Centre 

CRS: Coordinate Reference System 

CSA: Canadian Space Agency 

CUDA: Compute Unified Device Architecture 

 DAAC: Distributed Active Archive Center (of 

NASA)  

DEM: Digital Elevation Model 

DSM: Digital Surface Models 

DWG: Design file format  

DXF: Drawing Interchange File 

https://go.nasa.gov/35CQrQF
https://training.eumetsat.int/course/view.php?id=381
https://training.eumetsat.int/course/view.php?id=381
https://www.osgeo.org/resources/
https://www.osgeo.org/resources/
https://www.osgeo.org/resources/
https://www.osgeo.org/resources/
https://www.osgeo.org/resources/
mailto:labrinos@eled.auth.gr
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ECMWF: European Center for Medium range 

Weather Forecasting  

EOS: Earth Observation Science 

EOSDIS: Earth Observing System and Data 

Information System 

EPA: Environmental Protection Agency 

EPSG: European Petrol Survey Group (used in 

projection IDs) 

ESA: European Space Agency 

ESERO: European Space Education Resource 

Office 

EUROGI: European Umbrella Organisation for 

Geographic Information 

EuroSDR: European Spatial Data Research 

FOSS: Free and Open Source Software 

FOSS4G: Free and Open Source Software For 

Geospatial 

GCP: Ground Control Point 

GEO: Group on Earth Observations 

GloFAS: Global Flood Awareness System 

GNSS: Global Navigational Satellite System 

GODAN: Global Open Data for Agriculture and 

Nutrition 

GPS: Global Positioning System  

GPX: GPS Exchange Format 

GRASPgfs: Geospatial Resource for Agricultural 

Species and Pests and Pathogens with 

workflow integrated modeling to support 

Global Food Security 

GSoC: Google Summer of Code 

HLPF: High Level Political Forum (of UN) 

HOT: Humanitarian OpenStreetMap Team 

HPC: high-performance computing  

ICA: International Cartographic Association 

ICSU-WDS: International Council for Science – 

World Data System 

IDE: Spatial Data Infrastructure 

INSPIRE: Infrastructure for Spatial Information 

in Europe  

IPGH: Pan American Institute of Geography and 

History 

ISO: International Organization for 

Standardization 

ISPRS: International Society for 

Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing 

ISPRS: International Society for 

Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing  

JAXA: Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 

KML: Keyhole Markup Language  

LBS: Location-Based Service 

LiDAR: Light Detection and Ranging 

LOC: Local Organizing Committee  

LOD: Level Of Detail  

MIL: Media and Information Literacy  

MoU: Memorandum of Understanding 

NAD: North American Datum 

NCSA: National Center for Supercomputing 

Applications 

NED: National Elevation Dataset  

NEPAD: NEw Partnership for African 

Development 

NGA: National Geospatial Intelligence Agency 

NHD: National Hydrologic Dataset 

NLCD: National Land Cover Dataset 

NSDI: National Spatial Data Infrastructure 

NSF: National Science Foundation 

OECD: Organisation for Economic Co-Operation 

and Development 

OER: Open Educational Resources 

OGC: Open Geospatial Consortium 

OHI: International Hydrographic Office 

 OSGeo: Open Source Geospatial Foundation 

OSM: OpenStreetMap  

OTB: Orfeo Tool Box 

PPGIS: Public Participation in Geographic 

Information Systems 

PPSR: Public Participation in Scientific Research 

RCMRD: Regional Centre for Mapping of 

Resources for Development 

RDA: Research Data Alliance 
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ROSHYDROMET: Russian Federal Service for 

Hydrometeorologyand Enviromental Monitoring 

RUFORUM: Regional Universities Forum for 

capacity building in agriculture 

SaaS: Software as a Service 

SAR: Synthetic Aperture Radar 

SDG: Sustainable Development Goal 

SDI: Spatial Data Infrastructure 

SIG: Geographic Information System  

SIGTE: The GIS and Remote Sensing Service of the 

University of Girona, Spain 

SPIDER: open SPatial data Infrastructure 

eDucation nEtwoRk  

SQL: Structured Query Language 

STISA 2024: Science Technology Innovation 

Strategy for Africa 

STSM: Short Term Scientific Missions  

TIN: Triangulated Irregular Network  

UAV: Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 

UML: Unified Modeling Language 

UN-GGIM: United Nations Global Geospatial 

Information Management 

USGS: U.S. Geological Survey 

USGIF: United States Geospatial Intelligence 

Foundation 

VGI: Volunteered Geographic Information 

XSEDE: Extreme Science and Engineering 

Discovery Environment 

WCS: Web Coverage Service 

WFS: Web Feature Service 

WGCapD: Working Group on Capacity Building 

and Data Democracy 

WGS: World Geodetic System 

WISERD: Wales Institute of Social & Economic 

Research, Data & Methods  

WMO: World Meteorological Organization 

WMS: Web Map Service 

WMTS: Web Map Tiles Services  

WOIS: Water Observation Information System 

WPS: Web Processing Service 

17. Ideas / Information  

1. If you are interested in educational material, then go 

to https://www.osgeo.org/initiatives/geo-for-

all/in-your-classroom/  where you can find software 

resources for your classroom. Also, go to “Resources” 

https://www.osgeo.org/resources/  to get a guidance 

on how to use open source projects and tools.  

2. The open access journal Data is pleased to 

announce a new Special Issue titled "A European 

Approach to the Establishment of Data Spaces". Marco 

Minghini (marco.minghini86@gmail.com) is serving 

as Guest Editor for this Special Issue together with his 

colleagues at the European Commission - Joint 

Research Centre (JRC) Alexander Kotsev, Massimo 

Craglia, and Stefano Nativi. 

Papers should address any of the cross-cutting issues 

emerging from the recently launched European Data 

Strategy, e.g. the definition of sustainable governance 

models for data, appropriate socio-economic 

incentives, choice of standards and technologies 

ensuring interoperability, the establishment of 

reference architectures and licensing frameworks, and 

multi-source data quality assessment frameworks. 

Within this context, multidisciplinary and multi-

domain submissions are welcome that would 

contribute to shaping the research agenda, and 

providing best practices for data-driven innovation 

that are in line with European values. 

The submission deadline is January 31, 2021. The full 

Call for Papers is available at  

https://www.mdpi.com/journal/data/special_issues/

EU_DataSpaces.   
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